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SPEECH BY THE PREMIER, MR. DUN5TAN. AT THE AUSTRALIAN SUBURBAN 
NEWSPAPERS ASSOCIATION LUNCHEON. LYNDOCH. 2 6 . 5 . 72 
MR. STEWART, MR. BAYNES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: 
I ' V E ALWAYS HAD A VERY HIGH REGARD FOR NEWSPAPERMEN'S I N I T I A T I V E 
AND RESOURCEFULNESS. AND YOUR DECIS ION TO HOLD THIS FUNCTION IN THE 
BAROSSA VALLEY SHOWS THAT I T ' S NOT A MISPLACED FAITH. THOUGH, OF 
COURSE, I FULLY APPRECIATE THAT YOUR SELECTION OF THE VALLEY AS A 
VENUE I S DICTATED MORE BY YOUR PROFOUND INTEREST IN ITS GERMAN 
CULTURAL TRADITIONS THAN BY ANY PASSING CONCERN WITH THE GRAPE AND 
ITS PRODUCTS. 
S I R , THIS I S AN IMPORTANT DAY IN MY L I F E . I T ' S THE F IRST TIME I ' V E 
EVER FOUND MYSELF COMPLETELY IN AGREEMENT WITH S IR HENRY BOLTE. 
I SEE THAT, IN H IS MESSAGE TO THIS SEMINAR, S I R HENRY TALKS OF: 
"THE HIGH STANDARD OF REPORTING, MANAGEMENT AND PRESENTATION OF 
SUBURBAN NEWSPAPERS". I COMPLETELY AGREE. 
AND HAVING QUOTED THE SAGE OF BAMGANNE PERHAPS I CAN GO AND RECALL 
SOMETHING AN EARLIER SAGE, GEORGE BERNARD SHAW, ONCE S A I D : 
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" I SHOULD NOT OBJECT TO A LAW TO COMPEL EVERYBODY TO READ TWO 
NEWSPAPERS, EACH VIOLENTLY OPPOSED TO THE OTHER IN POL IT I C S ; BUT TO 
FORBID US TO READ NEWSPAPERS AT ALL WOULD BE TO MAIM US MENTALLY AND 
CASHIER OUR COUNTRY IN THE RANKS OF C I V I L I S A T I O N " . 
I ' D SUGGEST THAT THE SECOND NEWSPAPER IN THAT SHAVIAN INJUNCTION SHOULD 
BE A SUBURBAN ONE BECAUSE I THINK THE 169 SUBURBAN PAPERS IN THIS 
COUNTRY GIVE EXCELLENT 5ERVICE TO THEIR FOUR MILL ION READERS AND 
DESERVE THE WIDEST SUPPORT. THE SUBURBAN PRESS HAS A SPECIAL ROLE TO 
F I L L IN NATIONAL L I F E . L IKE THE COUNTRY PRESS IT I S FAR CLOSER TO 
THE PEOPLE THAN THE METROPOLITAN D A I L I E S WHICH ARE, TOO OFTEN, 
UNFAIRLY REGARDED AS BEING THE WHOLE OF THE PRESS. THE SUBURBAN 
AND COUNTRY PAPERS ARE MORE DIRECTLY ANSWERABLE TO THEIR READERS AND 
GENERALLY - AND I ADMIT THERE ARE SOME EXTREMELY INTERESTING EXCEPTIONS 
MUST SEEK TO REFLECT ACCURATELY PUBLIC OPINION RATHER THAN STRIVE TO 
BE OPINION LEADERS. 
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BUT THERE I S ONE THING WHICH SUBURBAN, COUNTRY AND METROPOLITAN PRESS 
HAVE IN COMMON AND WHICH THEY SHARE, TOO, WITH MAGAZINES, TELEV IS ION 
AND RADIO STATIONS - THE WHOLE RANGE OF WHAT I S NOW GENERALLY - AND 
INELEGANTLY - KNOWN AS THE MEDIA. THIS I S A MUCH HEIGHTENED PUBLIC 
AWARENESS OF AND DISCUSS ION OF THEIR FUNCTION. THERE I S NOW IN 
AUSTRALIA MORE, AND MORE INTELLIGENT, PUBLIC DEBATE ABOUT MEDIA 
PERFORMANCE THAN EVER BEFORE. 
WELCOME TO THE CLUB. WE POL IT IC IANS HAVE ENJOYED OR ENDURED THIS 
FOR A LONG, LONG T IME. THE ONE THING THAT WE BOTH HAVE IN COMMON I S 
WE HAVE JOBS WHICH EVERYONE ASSUMES THEY CAN DO, AND, MOREOVER, CAN 
DO BETTER. BUT, DESPITE THE EXASPERATION IT MAY OCCASIONALLY PRODUCE, 
I THINK PUBLIC DEBATE OF THIS KIND I S NOT ONLY HEALTHY AND TO BE 
ENCOURAGED BUT I S ESSENTIAL TO THE PROPER WORKING OF A DEMOCRACY; 
THE PROBLEM, AS I SEE I T , I S THAT NEWSPAPERS, RADIO AND TELEV IS ION 
GENERALLY HAVE WHAT CAN BE PROPERLY REGARDED AS A PUBLIC RESPONS IB I L ITY 
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THEY ARE, IN A SENSE, CUSTODIANS OF THE PUBLIC CONSCIENCE AND YET 
THEY ARE, IN THE MAIN, PRIVATELY OWNED AND IN THE HANDS OF 
IND IV IDUALS WHO MAY, I STRESS MAY, I F THEY WISH, BE CONCERNED SOLELY 
WITH CIRCULATION, RATING5 OR PROFITS. 
THERE ARE, TOO, CR IT ICS WHO CONTINUALLY CHARGE NEWSPAPERS NOT ONLY 
WITH PROFIT PREOCCUPATION BUT WITH DELIBERATE B IAS OR D I STORT ION. 
OFTEN THE MOTIVES OF THE CR IT ICS WON'T BEAR TOO MUCH SCRUTINY. VERY 
OFTEN THE CHARGES ARE EXAGGERATED OR ABSOLUTELY UNTRUE AND RESULT 
FROM IGNORANCE OF NEWSPAPER TECHNIQUES AND PRODUCTION PRESSURES. 
BUT THEY ARE MADE IN GOOD FAITH. ANOTHER CHARGE I S THAT OF 
T R I V I A L I T Y . HERE AGAIN I THINK THIS FA I LS TO TAKE ACCOUNT OF THE 
SPEC IAL PROBLEMS OF NEWSPAPER PRODUCTION IN AUSTRALIA AND IN PARTICULAR 
OF THE NEED TO HOLD A WIDELY DISPARATE BUT LOCALISED AUDIENCE. 
WHATEVER THE MERITS OR VAL ID ITY OF THE NEW CR IT IC I SM ONE THING I S 
CLEAR; IT E X I S T S , IT WILL PERS IST AND IT WILL PROBABLY GROW IN EXTENT.. 
ONE RESULT - AND AN ANSWER TO THIS CR IT IC I SM - I THINK I S A GREATER 
DEGREE OF INDUSTRY PROFESS IONALISM. Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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THERE WAS A TIME WHEW THE TYPICAL NEWSPAPERMAN WAS REGARDED AS AN 
UNCOUTH SENTIMENTALIST WITH AN INSATIABLE CURIOS ITY, A NOSE FOR NEWS 
AND A STOMACH FOR BEER.. 
I T ' S AS UNTRUE AS MOST STEREOTYPES. BUT IT I S TRUE THAT JOURNALISTS 
GENERALLY DO NOT RECEIVE THE PROPER PROFESSIONAL STATUS THAT I S THEIR 
DUE. NOW I APPRECIATE THAT THIS RA I SES THAT PERENNIAL TOPIC AMONG 
JOURNALISTS "HOW DO YOU PRODUCE.A PROFESS IONAL ? ' , 
AND 'SHOULD THERE BE A J0URNALI5M DEGREE OR D IPLOMA? ' ETC. ETC. 
ON WHICH MANY HOURS OF ANGUISHED AND INCONCLUSIVE SEMINAR D ISCUSS ION 
HAVE BEEN SPENT. BUT NOW THAT WE ARE BEYOND THE BATTERED. TRILBY 
AND DIRTY MACKINTOSH REPORTER IMAGE AND THE BEL IEF THAT A KNOWLEDGE 
OF SHORTHAND AND TYPING CONFER JOURNALISTIC STATUS ON ANY MAN, AND 
NOW THAT SERIOUS CHARGE5 HAVE BEEN LA ID AGAINST OUR PRESS, I BEL IEVE 
THIS ISSUE HAS TAKEN ON A NEW URGENCY. 
YOU MAY BEL IEVE THAT JOURNALISTIC PROFESSIONALISM I S BEST 
ACQUIRED THROUGH PURELY VOCATIONAL TRAINING. 
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YOU MAY BEL IEVE THAT A GOOD GENERAL AND HUMANITIES-ORIENTED EDUCATION 
WITH SPECIAL TUITION IN THE TECHNIQUES DF INFORMATION SEARCH I S 
THE WAY. THAT I S A CONTINUING AND VALUABLE DEBATE. BUT OF THE 
ABSOLUTE UNDERLYING NEED FOR GREATER PROFESSIONALISM AND GREATER 
AUTONOMY FOR JOURNALISTS I DON'T THINK THERE CAN BE ANY DOUBT. 
THE REASON FOR THIS AND THE REASON FOR THE CR IT IC I SM OF THE WAY 
IN WHICH THE PRE5S DISCHARGES I TS R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S ARE ONE AND 
THE SAME. YOU, THE EXECUTIVES AND EXPERTS OF THE PRESS, ARE 
DEALING THESE DAYS. WITH A MORE INFORMED AND BETTER EDUCATED PUBLIC, 
AND WITH A SCEPTICAL BLOCK OF YOUNG PEOPLE READY TO SPOT INJUST ICE 
AND IMBALANCE AND YOU NEED TO RESPOND TO THESE CHANGED CONDITIONS. 
I WONDER IF I COULD CONCLUDE BY QUOTING A THIRD SAGE, THE GURU 
OF THE GUTENBERG GALAXY, MARSHALL McLUHAN. PROFESSOR McLUHAN 
HAS IN H IS TIME SA ID SOME REMARKABLY S I L LY THINGS BUT HE WAS SPOT-ON 
WHEN HE DESCRIBED TODAY'S NEWSPAPERS AS "A COLLECTIVE WORK OF ART, 
A DAILY BOOK OF INDUSTRIAL MAN, AN ARABIAN N IGHT ' S ENTERTAINMENT"i 
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I THINK THAT THE PEOPLE RESPONSIBLE FOR THESE WONDERS SHOULD RECEIVE 
THEIR PROPER RECOGNITION AND BE ACCORDED THEIR PROPER STATUS. 
BUT I THINK, TOO, THEY HAVE A FUNDAMENTAL PUBLIC RESPONS IB I L ITY TO 
JUSTIFY SUCH RECOGNITION AND STATUS. 
THANK YOU. 
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